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= following Advertiſement has been added by Mr, 
Wefley, to ſome of the later Copies of Mr, Fletcher's 


Letters, 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Date of the preceding Letters ſhews that they were wrote 
before the late Conference, being defign'd to be publickly read at 
that Time ; but not being ſent ſoon enough to the Printer, they 
avere not finiſh'd till the Conference was ended: It. was then 
doubted, whether it would not be needleſs to publiſh them, But 
it ſeem d to be needful ſtill, to remove the ill Impreſſon: which 
had been made by the Circular Letter, both in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland; and fecondly, to give ſome Check to the Antino- 
mianiſin, which is ſtill ſpreading throughout the three Kingdoms, 


It is ſubmitted to the Public whether the above is a ſuf- 
ficient Apology for publiſhing a bitter perſonal Inveftive, 
after the amicable Concluſion of the Conference, contrary 
to the expreſs Will and Direction of the Author himſelf, 
who was moſt earneſtly folicitous to have it fuppreſſed,— 
If an Explanation, or even a Vindication of the Minutes 
was thought expedient, might it not have been done in 
ſome other Form in a 8 every Thing 
offenſive, or perſonal? * 
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LETTER to a FRIEND. 


——_——— 


DAR Sis, 


99900 prevent any falſe Repreſentations of 
what paſt on the Objections made by 
me and others to the doarinal Points 
ADA of the Minutes of Mr. Weſley's Confe- 
rence, held in LONDON, Auguſt the 7th, 1770; 
a ſhort Narrative of Facts will be the beſt means 
to clear up the whole moſt fully to you, Sir, and 
to any who may impartially wiſhfor Information: 
and is particularly due to thoſe Miniſters of the 
GOSPEL, who by Letter or Proteſt, expreſſed 
their united Sentiments with ours, in ſuppoſing 
thole Minutes dangerous to the fundamental 
Truths of Chriſtianity, I ſhall therefore begin 
with prefenting you with the Extract itſelf, that 


gave us the Alarm. 


SEETTRAGCTYE 


From the Minutes of ſome late Converſa- 
tions between the Rev. Mr. Weſley and others, 
at a public Conference held in London, Auguſt 
the 7th, and printed by W. Pine, Briſtol. - 

Take heed to your Doftrine. 

We faid in 1744, © We have lean'd too much 

toward Calviniſm.” erein ꝰ 
A 2 1. With 
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does this differ from for the Sake of our Works? And 


L 41 
1. With regard to Man's Faithfulneſs. Our 


Lord himſelf taught to we the Expreſſion. And we 
0 


ht never to be aſhamed of. it. We ought ſteadily to 


_ afſert, on his Authority, that if 4 Man is not faithful 


in the unrighteous Mammon, God will not give 
him the true Riches. 

2. With Regard to working for Life. This alfo 
our Lord has expreſiy commanded us. Labour ERGA- 
ZESTHE, literally work for the Meat that endureth 
to everlaſting Life. And in Fact every Believer, 
till he comes to Glory, works for as well as from Liſe. 

3. We have received it as a Maxim, that © a Man 
is to do nothing, in order to juſtification:“ No- 
thing can be more falſe. Whoever deſtres to find Fa- 
vor with God, ſhould ceaſe from Evil and learn to 
do well. Whoever repents, fhould do Works meet 


for Repentance. And if this is not in Order ts 
fand Favor, what does he do them for? 


| Remew the whole Afﬀair. 
1. Who of us is now accepted of God ? 
He that now believes in Chrift, with a loving obe- 


dient Heart. 


2. But who among thoſe that never heard of Chriſt ? 
He that feareth Gop, and worketh Righteoujnefs 


according to the Light he has. | 


3. 15 this the ſame with, * He that is ſincere.” 
Nearly, if not quite. ES T7 
4. 15 not this © Salvation by Works?” f 
'of by the Merit of Works, but by Works, as 4 
Condition. | 


5. What have we then been diſputing about ſor theſe 
thirty Years? I am afraid about Words. 


6. As to Merit ſelf, of which we have been fo 
dreadfully afraid: We are rewarded according to 
our Works, yea becauſe of our Works. How 


how 
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how differs po fon ſecundum merita operum ? As, 
our Works deſerve? Can you fplit this Hair? T1 
doubt, I cannot. 

7. The grand Objection to one of the preceding : 
Propaſitions, is draun from Matter of Fadt. God 
does in Fatt juſtify thoſe, who by their own Confeſſion,  -. 
neither feared GOD nor wrought Righteouſneſs. Is 
this an Exception to the general Rule? 

It is a Doubt, GOD makes any Exception at all. 
But how are we fure, that the Perſon in queſtion never 
did fear GOD and work Righteouſneſs? His own 


ſaying fo ts not proof: For we know, all that are 


convinced of Sin, undervalue themſelves in every Re- 


pelt 


8. Does not talking of a juſtified or a ſanflified 
State, tend to miſlead Men? Almoſt naturally lead- 
ng them to truſt, in what was done in one Moment? 
Whereas we are every Hour and every Moment pleaſ- 
mg or diſpleaſing to GOD, according to our Works? 
According to the whole of our inuard Tempers, and 
our outward Behavior. 


Theſe Minutes being communicated to me, 
Lavy HunTiNnGcpon, and fome others m 
Friends, Perſons warmly intereſted in the Revi- 
val of Spiritual Religion, and the Doctrines of the 
REFORMATION, we apprehended that the 
Doctrines contained in the Minutes had the moſt 
fatal Tendency, and in the ſtrongeſt and moſt ex- 
plicit Terms maintained SaLvation by Works. 
Had the apparent Error been of a leſs Magnitude, 
did it not ſeem to ſhake the FOUNDATION 
itſelf, we ſhould have been lefs. zealouſly af- 
fected concerning it; nay, had Mr. Weſley and 
his Connexion been of leſs Conſequence in the, 
religious World, we ſhould have thought our- 

A 3 ſelves 


* . 


ah 


—_ w — Bac — 
"4 


CC 


ſelves leſs concern'd to oppoſe them. But when 
we conſider'd him as ſtanding at the Head of 
near Thirty-Thouſand People, a Veteran in the 


| Cauſe of the Goſpel, one of the Chiefs in the 


late Reformation that has been carrying on in 
theſe Kingdoms for more than Thirty Years, yet 
deviating ſo widely from his former Sentiments, 
Sermons, and other Writings; we deem'd Peace 
in ſuch a Caſe, a ſhameful Indolence; and Silence 
no leſs than Treachery. The Extract from the 
Minutes having been publiſh'd to the World, 


being printed in the Goſpel Magazine, under 


the Character of Popery unmaſk'd, made it fur- 
ther neceſſary to make a Stand againſt them: For 
as the World too frequently confounds all the 


Friends to vital Chriſtianity under the common 
Name of Methodiſts, we were ſolicitous, that no 


Imputation ſhould lie upon our Names, either 
in preſent or future Times, as tacitly conſenting 
to Doctrines which we apprehended were funda- 
mentally erroneous. 

We conſulted therefore what was to be done; 
and we thought the beſt and moſt candid Way of 


Procedure was, to go to the Conference, and 


urge a Retractation of the Minutes in Form, as 
by far the more deſirable Thing; but, if we could 
not obtain this, we purpos'd, (as our laſt Reſort) 
to publiſh our Proteſt againſt them. And as the 
Minutes were the Product not of Mr. Weſley 
fingly, but of a whole Conference, there would 
have been an evident Impropriety in applying to 
Mr. Weſley in particular, and not to the Body at 
arge. 

In order to give Weight to our Application, 
and to ſhow Mr. Weſley, and his Preachers, how 
generaly the Minutes were condemn'd, and to 

give 


E 


give all, who maintained the Goſpel of Free 
Grace, an Opportunity to ſtand for its Defence, 
we agreed to addreſs them in a Circular Letter; 
at the Bottom of which was a Recital of the Ex- 
tract of the Minutes. And as the Number of Per- 
ſons to be applied to was great, for Convenience 
Sake, we got the Circular Letter, &c. printed in 
a private Preſs. But ſome Days before they 
were circulated, Lavy HuxnTixcpox wrote, 
and incloſed one to the Rev. Mr. Charles Weſley 
with the Reaſons which made this Step appear 
ſo neceſlary to us all, and deſi ring he would for- 
ward it to Mr. John Weſley wherever he might 
be; which he accordingly did. This Circular 
Letter was drawn up by me, and is as follows: 
SIR. 
Whereas Mr. Weſley's Conference is to be held at 
Briſtol, on Tueſday the 6th of Augufl next, it is pro- 
pos d by Lady Huntingdon, and many other Chriſtian 
Friends (real Proteſtants) to have a Meeting at Briſtol, 
at the ſame Time, of ſuch principal Perſons, both Clergy 
and Laity, who diſapprove of the underwritten Minutes ; 
and as the ſame are thought injurious to the very Fun- 
damental Principles of Chriſtianity, it is further 
propoſed, that they go in a Body to the ſaid Conference 


and inſiſt upon a formal Recantation of the faid Mi- 


nutes; and in caſe of a Refuſal, that they fign.and 
publiſh their Put againſt them. Your Preſence, 


Sir. on this Occaſion is particularly requeſted: But if 
it ſhould not ſuit your Convenience to be there, it is de- 
fir'd that you will tranſmit your Sentiments on the Sub- 
Jett to ſuch Perſon as you think proper to produce them. 
It is ſubmitted to you, whether it would not be right, 
in the Oppoſition to be made to ſuch a dreadful Here- 
ſy, to recommend it to as many of your Chriſtian 
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Friends, as well of the Diſſenters, as of the eſtabliſted 
Church, as you can prevail on to be there, the Caufe 
being of fo public a Nature. I am, Sir, | 
Your obedient Servant, 
WALTER SHIRLEY. 

P. S. Your Anſwer is deſir d, directed to the Coun- 
teſs of Huntingdon, or the Rev. Mr. Shirley, or John 
Lloyd, Efq. in Bath; or Mr. James Ireland, Mer- 
chant, Briſtol; or to Thomas Powis, Efq. at Berwick, © 
near Shrewſbury ; or to Richard Hill, Eſq. at Hawk- 


lone, near Whitchurch, Shropſhire. —Lodgings will 


be provided. —Enqure at Mr. Ireland's, Briſtol. 


To this was ſubjoin'd the Extract from the 
Minutes which I have already given you. 

After the Circulation of this Letter, the Me- 
thod of proceeding, as well as the Terms in 
which we had deliver'd ourſelves, was objected ta 
by many, as by no Means proper; and on. this 
Conviction, and in Submiſſion to this Precept, 
give no Offence to the Jew or Gentile, or to 
the Church of God:“ Lapy HUxTINc DOW 
and I wrote the following Letters, which were 
deliver'd to Mr. Weſley the Evening before the 
Conference met. 


Lady HUNTINCDON to the Rev. 
Mr. JohN WESLEY. 


Reverend Sir, 

As I find both you and your Friends, as alſo many 
of ours, have objected to the Manner or Mode of the 
Miniſlers Application to you in Conference, and that it 
has not had that Appearance of chriſtian Tenderneſs 
due upon ſuch an Occafion, but ſeems rather conſider d 
es an arbitrary Way of proceeding —— As — 

: Wits: an 
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and thoſe who had no ſuch Meaning, we wiſh to retraft 
what a more deliberate ns PE maght have pre- 
vented; as we would as little wiſh to defend even Truth 
ufelf preſumptuouſly, as we would ſubmit ſervilely to 
deny it. We intended no perſonal diſreſpect to any, but 
a Degreeof Zeal againſt the Principles eftabliſh'd by the 
Minutes; fuch Zeal we never wifh to be leſs, and ever- 
more deſire it may be with that Firmneſs which 
moſt fully imply, © contending earneſtly for that 
Faith once deliver'd to the Saints: But at the. 
fame Time altogether under that Influence which dic- 
tated the Precept. Permit me to pray for no leſs 4 
Bleffung in your laft Moments than that Victory, which 
Faith in the Lord Tefus Chriſt alone obtain d for St. 
Paul, and which having kept was his only Glory. May 
this Faith which only . the Heart, works Righ-, 
teouſneſs, obtains Promiſes, and is the only Anchor of 
the Soul jure and ftedfaſt, cauſe you and me while living 
to fulfil (thro' it's Power) the whole Mind and Will of 
God concerning us; and in Death, and Eternity, to re- 
joice alone in the bleſſed Author and Object of it. —How , 
facred then does the Preſervation of his Honour appear, 
from whoſe free Bounty ſuch Mercies only flow. For this 
alone my Fears are concern'd, and becomes the righteous 
Cauſe of my warmeſt Concurrence in every faithful 
Teſtimony bore againſt thoſe Minutes (given in Confe- 
rence, Auguſt the 7th, 1770) for the Eflabliſhment of 
another Foundation than that which is laid, whach is 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and of Courſe, repugnant to 
Scripture, the whole Plan of Man's Salvation under 
the new Covenant of Grace, and alſo to the clear Mean- 
ing of our eftabliſh'd Church to which we belong, as 
well as to all other Proteſtant Churches, to whoſe Foun- 
dations (on this Account) our higheſt Honour and Re- 
ſped is due, — Independant of that moſt important Dif- 


ference, 


FI 
ference, which from thoſe Minutes does fubfiſt, I defire 


ever to remain, 
Rev. Sir, Your ever 
Faithful Friend, 


Aug. 2, 1771. S. HUNTINGDON. 
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Copy of my Letter to Mr. WESLEY. 


„Rev. Sir, 

* A Circular Letter, ſigned by me in Con- 
junction with others, having not been tho- 
roughly underſtood, and generally cenſured; I 
* thought it neceſſary to make this Apology, and 
** explain what was N meant in the moſt 
* exceptionable Part of it. What is principally 
* objected to is, our propoſing to go in a Body to 
* the Conference and infiſt on a jorms Recantation of 
* the Minutes. It has been ſaid that we had no 
| * Right to intrude into your Conference. We 
| * did not pretend to any civil or 1 Right, 
| * any more than Paul had to call Peter to Ac- 
| count; we did not mean to exerciſe any Au- 
| * thority over you, or treat you as our inferior, 
= « but as our equal, and engaged with us in 
| 


* the common Cauſe of the Revival of Spiritual 

** Religion. Neither had we any Thoughts of 
=. - * forcing ourſelves into your Conference, but 
| *«« propoſed firſt to ſend you a reſpectful Meſſage 
| importing our Deſign, and withal requeſting 
[ you would appoint what Day and Hour 
„would be moſt ſuitable to you, and to the 
0 Members of the Conference to receive us. The 
* end we had in view was, to prevent the Ne- 
ceſſity of publiſhing our Proteſt, if haply we 
might prevail on you to give up the fatal Er- 
© rors of the Minutes. ; 


„ With 
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With Reſpe& to thoſe Words, inſiſt upon a 


formal Recantation, the Occaſion of them was 


as follows. It was ſuppoſed by ſome, that in- 
ſtead of giving Satisfattion on the Points in 
Queſtion, fuck a forced Conſtruction would 
be put on the Meaning of the Minutes, as 
might elude the intended Oppoſition, and yet 
leave the Doctrines therein contained entire, 
unrepealed. Providing therefore againſt ſuch 
an Attempt (as it would be an Impoſition on 
our Underſtandings, where the plain Meaning 
is ſo clear;) we were determin'd not to reſt ſa- 
tisfied with fuck an Explanation, or with any 


* Thing that ſhould not totally remove the Of- 


fence the Minutes have too jultly given; and 
therefore we us'd the Word inſiſt, implying 
thereby that we would be firm and ſteady to 
our Point. However, it muſt be acknowledg'd 
upon the Whole, that the Circular Letter was 
too haſtily drawn up, and improperly expreſſed ; 
and therefore, for the offenfrve Expreſſions in it, 
we deſire we may be hereby underſtood to 
make every ſuitable Submiſſion to you, Sir, 
and to the Gentlemen of the Conference. And 
I cannot but wiſh moſt earneſtly that the Re- 
cantation of the Circular Letter may prevail as 
an Example for the Recantation of the Minutes: 
But if I ſhould be unhappily diſappointed, and 
that no Satisfaction is intended in this Reſpect. 
I ſhall feel myſelf bound in Conſcience to yield 
my public Teſtimony againſt ſuch Doctrines as 
theſe; which appear to me evidently ſubver- 
ſive of the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity. And 
here, Sir, I muſt contend, as for a Rule ever to 


be laid down, that the Man and his Opinions 


are to be kept in a diſtin View; and that an 


Oppoſition 
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* Oppoſition to the latter, is not to be conſidered 
* as an Injury to the former; for otherwiſe, 
from a Partiality to the Perſons of thoſe who 
« have erred, we ſhould be much hindered in 
that free and open Diſquiſition of Things, ſo 
* neceſſary for the Inveſtigation of Truth, and 
© Detection of Error. 
«* Wiſhing you, Sir, an abundant 
“ Supply of that Light, Council, and Direction 
* which 1s freely promifed to all who humbly 
* ſeek it, I remain, 
* Reverend Sir, 
* Your faithful Friend, and Servant, 
WALTER SHIRLEY.” 


In Conſequence of theſe Letters, Mr. Weſley 
ſent by the Bearer of them a verbal Meſſage, 
that Tueſday and Wedneſday, the two firſt Days 
of the Conference, would be taken up in adjuſt- 
ing Matters of their own; but that if Mr. Shirley 
and his Friends had any Thing to ſay to him, 
they might come to the Conference on Thurſday 
the 8th. To ſay the Truth, I was pleaſed that 
the Invitation came from Mr. Weſley, without any 
Application made on our Parts, that there might 
not be left the leaſt Room for cenſuring our Pro- 
ceedings as violent. On that Day therefore, I 
went thither, accompanied with the Rev. Mr. 
Glaſcot, the Rev. Mr. Owen, (two Miniſters of- 
ficiating in LADY HuxnTixncpon's Chapels) 
John Lloyd, Eſq. of Bath; Mr. James Ireland, 
Merchant, of Briſtol; Mr. Winter, and two 
Students belonging to LADY HUN TIN GDOx's 


College. | 


I ſhall only give you a brief Detail of what 
palled, and rather the Subſtance of what was 
ſpoken, 


L.49 ] 


ſpoken, than the exact Words; ning likewife 
many things of nogreat Weight, or Conſequence. 
After Mr. Weſley had prayed, I defired to 
know whether Lady Huntingdon's Letter and 
mine to Mr. Weſley had been read to the Confe- 
rence. Being anſwered in the Negative, I beg'd 
Leave to read the Copies of them; which was 
anted. I then ſaid, that I hoped the Submiſ- 
Lon made was ſatisfactory to the Gentlemen of the 
Conference. This was admitted, but then it was 
urg'd, that as the Offence given by the Circular 
Letter had been very public, ſo ought the Letter 
of Submiſſion. I therefore readily conſented to 
the Publication of it, and have now fulfill'd my 
Promiſe. Mr. Weſley then ſtood up; the Pur- 
port of his Speech was © a Sketch of his Miniſ- 
try from his firſt ſetting out to the preſent Time; 
with a View (as I underſtood) to prove that he 
had ever maintain'd Juſtification by Faith, and 
that there was nothing in the Minutes contrary 
thereunto. He complain'd of ill treatment from 
many Perſons, that he apprehended had been 
under Obligations to him, and ſaid that the pre- 
ſent Oppoſition was not to the Minutes, but to 
himſelf perſonally.” — In Anſwer, I aſſur'd them 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner, that with reſpect to 
myſelf, my Oppoſition was not to Mr. Weſley, or 
any particular Perſon, but to the Doctrines 
themſelves.— And they were pleas'd thus far to 
give me Credit. I then proceeded to ſpeak to 
the Point; inform'd them of the great and ge- 
neral Offence the Minutes had given; that I had 
numerous Proteſts and Teſtimonies againſt them 
ſent me from Scotland, and from various Parts 
of theſe Kingdoms; that it muſt ſeem very ex- 
traordinary indeed, if ſo many Men of Senſe 
| and 
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and Learning ſhould be miſtaken, and that there 
was nothing really offenſive in the plain natural 
Import of the Minutes; that IL believ'd they 
themſelves (whatever Meaning they might have 
intended) would allow that the more obvious Mean- 
ing was reprehenſible; and therefore I recom- 
mended to them, nay I beg'd and intreated for 
the Lord's Sake, that they would go as far as 
they. could with a good Conſcience, in giving the 
World Saisfaction. I ſaid, I hoped they would 
not take Offence, (for I did not mean to give it) 
at my propoſing to them a Declaration which 1 
had drawn up, wiſhing that ſomething at leaſt 
analogous to it, might be 1 to. I then 
took the Liberty to read it, and Mr. Weſley, after 
he had made ſome, (not very material) Altera- 
tions in it, readily conſented to fign it; in which - 
he was follow'd by Fifty-three of the Preachers 
in Connexion with him; there being only one 
or two that were againſt it. | 


The DECLARATION. 
HEREAS the doctrinal Points in the Mi- 
nutes of a Conference held in Loxpox, 
Auguſt 7, 1770, have been underſtood to favour 
Ju fealion by Works: Now the Rev. John 
efley, and others aſſembled in Conference, do 
declare that we had no ſuch Meaning; and that 
we abhor the Doctrine of Juſtification by Works 
as a moſt perilous and abominable Doctrine; and 
as the ſaid Minutes are not ſufficiently guarded 
in the Way they are expreſs'd, we hereby ſo- 
lemnly declare in the Sight of God, that we have 
no Truſt or Confidence but in the alone Merits 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, for Juſtt- 
fication 
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fication or Salvation either in Life, Death, or the 
Day of Judgment; and though no one is a real 
Chriſtian Believer, (and ö cannot be 
ſaved) who doth not good Works, where there is 
Time and Opportunity, yet our Works have no 
Part in meriting, or purchaſing our Salvation 
from firſt to laſt, either in whole or in Part. 
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Thus was this important Matter ſettled. But 
one of the Preachers, (namely Mr. Thomas Oli- 
ver) kept us a long Time in Debate; ſtrenuouſly 
oppoſed the Declaration; and to the laſt would 
not conſent to ſign it. He maintained that our 
fecond Fuftification (that is at the Dy of Judg- 
ment) 1s by Works; and he ſaw very clearly that 
for one that holds that Tenet ſolemnly © to declare 
in the fight of GOD that he has no Truſt or 
Confidence but in the alone Merits of our LORD 
and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST for Juſtifi- 
cation 'or Salvation, either in Life, Death, or 
the Day of Judgment, would be acting neither 
a conſiſtent, nor an upright Part: For all the 
Subtilties of metaphyfical Diſtinctions can never 
reconcile Tenets ſodiametrically oppoſite as theſe. 
But, bleſſed be GOD, Mr. Weſley and Fifty-three 
of his Preachers do not agree with Mr. Oliver 
in this material Article; for it appears from 
their ſubſcribing the Declaration, that they do 
not maintain a ſecond Juſtification by Works. 

After the Declaration had been agreed to, it 
was required of me on my Part, that I would 
make 1 public Acknowledgment that I had 
miſtaken the Meaning of the Minutes. Here I 
hefitated a little; for though I was defirous to 
do every Thing (conſiſtently with Truth and a 
good Conſcience) for the Eſtabliſhment of Peace 
and Chriſtian Fellowſhip; yet I was very unwil- 
ling to give any Thing under my Hand that 
might ſeem to countenance the Minutes in their 
obvious Senſe. But then, when I was aſk'd by one 
of the Preachers, whether I did not believe Mr. 
Weſley to be an honeſt Man, I was diſtrefſs'd on 
the other Hand, leaſt by refuſing what was de- 
ſir'd, I ſhould ſeem to infer a Doubt _ Mr. 
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IWeſley's Diſadvantage. Having Confidence there- 
fore in Mr. Weſley's Integrity, who had dechared 
he had no ſuch Meaning, in the Minutes, as was 
favourable to Juſtification by Works: and confi- 
dering that every Man is the beſt Judge of his 
own Meaning; and has a Right, fo far, to our 
Credit: and that, though Nothing elſe could, yet 
the Declaration did convince me, they had ſome 
other Meaning than what appear'd. I ſay, (theſe 
Things conſider'd) I promiſed them Satisfaction 
in this Particular; and, a few Days afterwards, 
ſent Mr. Weſley the following Meſſage, with which 
he was very well pleaſed. 

Mr. Shirley's Chriſtian, Reſpects 
* wait on Mr. Weſley. The Declaration agreed 
to, in Conference, Aug. the 8th, 1771, has 
* convinced Mr. Shirley he had miſtaken the 
Meaning of the Doctrinal Points in the Mi- 
© nutes of the Conference, held in LoN Do, 
Aug. the 7th, 1770, and he hereby wiſhes to 
* teſtify the full Satisfaction he has in the ſaid 
Declaration, and his hearty Concurrence, and 
Agreement with the ſame. 

Thus far all was well The Foundation was 
ſecured. And, with Reſpect to leſſer Matters of 
Difference, we might well bear with one another; 
and if either Party ſhould fee Occaſion to op- 
poſe the other's peculiar Opinion, it might be 
done without Vehemence, and without uſing any 
reproachfu! Terms. The whole was conducted 
with great Decency on all Sides. We concluded 
with Prayer, and with the warmeſt Indications 
of mutual Peace, and Love. For my own Part, 
believe me, I was perfectly fincere; and thought 
this one of the happieſt, and moſt honourable 
Days of my Life. And yet, Sir, ſee how ſoon the 
| B Sword 
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Sword is drawn again! The Rev. Mr. Flelcher of 
Madely, from his long, and intimate Friendſhip 
with Mr. Weſley, thought it neceſſary to write 
ſomething in Vindication of the Mmutes; which 
he did, in five Letters, directed to me. In theſe 
Letters, he has treated me with a Severity which 
he has fince very muchregretted; andhas wrote to 
me on the Subject, in ſuch an humble ſelf-aba- 
ſing Strain, that Delicacy forbids me to preſent 
it to the Public. It was not his Intention, how- 
ever, that the Letters ſhould be pabliſhed, if 
Matters ſhould end peaceably. And therefore 
I, and my Friends, were much furpriſed, the 
Morning after we had been at the Conference, 
to find that Mr. Weſley perſiſted in his Refolu- 
tion to publiſh the Letters. But, in order to 
ſatisfy us in ſome Degree, he aſſured us, he had 
corrected all the tart Expreſſions in them. Alas! 
Qualia, Verba, quz fatta! Whether there are 
no tart Expreftions in the Letters, let every one 
that hath ſeen them jadge. But, perhaps, thts 
learned Gentleman diſtinguiſhes between the 
tart and the bitter: If all the tart Expreſſions are 
corrected, I am ſure, there are enough of the 
bitter left. 0 
Some of my Friends, (more ſolicitous about 
the Matter than I myſelf,) repeated their Appli- 
cations to Mr. Weſley: Mr. I. in particular (a 
Friend to both) wrote to him, intreating him to 
wait oaly till he could hear from Mr. Fletcher, 
(to whom he had ſent a particular Account of 
the amicable Concluſion of the Conference; 
ventur'd toaſſure him (from what he had already 
learnt from Mr. Fleicher) that if he were upon 
the Spot, he would certainly fuppreſs them; and 
himſelf otter'd to defray the whole Expence of 
the 


a Soca Tc.c.c.qo_ com 


* wi, OO LY * * m a. 


E 


the Impreſſion. To this Mr. Weſley coldly an- 
ſwer'd, © I will confider it,” and left Briſtol, 
having firſt (it ſeems) confirm'd the Reſolution 
for the Publication. 

On Thurſday, Auguſt the 15th, Mr. I. re- 
ceived a Letter from Mr. Fletcher, expreſſing the 
Uneaſineſs of his Mind almoſt to an Agony, leaſt 
his Letters ſhould have got into the World.— 
Some of his Expreſſions are the following: 

* I feel for poor dear Mr. Shirley, whom I 
have (conſidering the preſent Circumſtances) 
treated too ſeverely in my Vindication of the 
Minutes. My dear Sir, what muſt be done? 
LJ am ready to defray, by ſelling to my laſt 
Shirt, the Expence of the printing of my Vin- 
* dication and ſuppreſs it.” In another Part he 
ſays, © Direct me, dear Sir, conſult with him 
and Mr. Weſley about the Matter, and do, and 
be perſuaded I am ready io do every Thing that 
will be brotherly in this unhappy affair.” 

On the Receipt of this Letter Mr. I. went to 
Mr. Pine the Printer, and ſhowed it him; and 
that Evening Mr. Pine went to Mr. Weſley's 
preaching houſe, before the Letters were pub- 
hckly vended ; inform'd the Preachers of the par- 
ticulars of Mr. Fletcher's Letter to Mr. I. and 
earneſtly recommended that they might be ſup- 
preſſed, On Friday-Morniug the 16th, Mr. 
I. ſent to the Preachers, and to the Perſons 
concerned in vending the Book, a Copy of 
Mr. Flelcher's Letter to him, and at the ſame 
Time one from himſelf; in which he obſerves to 
them, © that Mr. Fletcher ſuppoſes the Book 
out, and, even in that Caſe, wiſhes it ſuppreſſed. 
He adds his own earneſt Intreaties, deſiring 
them only to wait until they had further Au- 
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thority from the Author, and Mr. Weſley; and 
enzagcs to be accountable to them tor every 
Conſequence.” Notwithſtanding all this, they 
publiſk'd the Letters. I ſhall not deſcant upon 
this proceedure, bcing deſirous to keep my Place, 
by forbearing from Invectives; I ſhall therefore 
leave it to the Reader to fix what Name he plcaſes 
to an Act of this Nature. As to the Letters 
themſelves, there would be a great Impropricty 
in my giving a full or particular Anſwer to 
them; becauſe the Author did all he could to 
revoke them, and has given me ample Satisfac- 
tion in his Letter of Submiſhon. And yet I 
hope I {hall have his Pardon for taking No- 


tice of two. particular Charges againſt me, to be 


inferr'd from many Paſſages in the Letters. The. 


one 1s, that of want of Candor; the other that 
of Inconſiſtency. 


1. I am ſuppos'd to want Candor; as if L 
had put a forc'd conſtruction on the Minutes, 


in order to bring Mr. Weſley in guilty. But 
that the Senſe was not, and indeed need not be 
wreſted with a View to make them ſpeak the 
Language of juſtification by Works, is plain 
from the Manner in which they ſtruck thoſe into 


whoſe Hands they came, who almoſt univerſally. 
teſtihed againſt them in the ſtrongeſt Terms. 


Mr. Fletcher (it is true) has attempted a Vindi- 
cation of them, and by breaking them into Sen- 
tences and Half. ſentences, and refining upon each 
of theſe detach'd Particles, he has done more 
than J could have expected, even from his great 
Abilities, in giving a new turn to the Whole. 
But after reading his learned and elaborate Vin- 
dication, when I caſt my Eye over the Minutes, 


and conſider the whole as it ſtands in Context. I 


muſt 
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muſt own I am juſt where I was; nothing buf 
the: Declaration could ever convince me that Jul- 
tification by Works was not maintain'd and lup- 
ported by the Minutes. I do not deſire to make 
one ſingle Comment upon them; let any impar- 
tial Porn read them attentively, and I am per- 
ſuaded he will be affected by them juſt as I was. 
I am however more than ever convinc'd of the 
almoſt magical Power of metaphyhcal Diſtinc- 
tions; And I ſhould tremble for their Influence 
on the Declaration itſelf, leaſt ſome bold Meta- 
phyſician ſhould aſſirm that a fecond Juſt ication 
by Works is quite conſiſtent with what is therein 
contain'd; but that it is expreſs'd in fuck ſtrong 
and abſolute Terms, as muſt for ever put their 
molt exquiſite Refinements at Defiance. 

That 1t was not merely from a Want of Can- 
dor, that I both ſaw and repreſented the Minutes 
as Objectible in the higheſt Degree, I may appeal 
to the Reverend Author of the Vindication him- 
ſelf; for he may be pleaſed to recollect, that when 
he firſt ſaw them, he expreſſed to Lady Hun- 
TIiNGbonN his Abhorrence of them: but, after- 
wards indeed, heſawthemin aaother light, chang- 
ed his Sentiments, and undertook their Defence. 
Nay, Mr. Weſley himſelf, in the Declaration ſub- 
ſcribed. has acknowledged that the Minutes are 
not ſuſeciently guarded, in the way they are expreſſed. 
Can it then be wondered, that 1 [who am no 
Melaphyſucian, | could never have found out, if 
the Declaration had not ſet me right, that ſuch 
Expreſhons as theſe, ® We are to work for 
Lite.—and in Order to juſtiſication.— Salvation 
is by Works as a Conditzon, We are rewarded 
according to our Works, yea becauſe of our 
Works, for the ſake of our Works, and as our 

Works 
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Works deſerve, ” perfectly coincided with Juſl- 
tihcation by Faith only. I hope therefore that 
every ingenious Reader will attribute whatever 
Miſconſtruction I may ſeem to have made of the 
Meaning of the Minutes rather to'a Want of me- 
taphyſical Knowledge, than to a Want of Candor. 

2. The Charge of Inconſiſtency is ſupported 
by Quotations from my Sermons, which, the 
Reverend Author intimates, ſeem ſo perfectly 


conformable to Mr. Weſley's Sentiments, that my 


Oppoſition to the Minutes is the leſs to be ac- 
connted for. To this I beg Leave to obſerve by 
Way of Anſwer, that the Paſſages quoted are 
not altogether in Point, neither do they main- 
tam Juſtification by Works in ſuch direct and ex- 
preſs Terms as the Minutes appear to do. I muſt 
own however they ſavor too ſtrongly of Myſti- 
ciſm and Free-Will; and all I can ſay on my 
Behalf in this Reſpect is, that they were wrote 
many Years ago, at a Time when I had more 
Zeal than Light; that my preſent Miniſtry, as 
well as my preſent way of thinking, is very dif— 
ferent ; that I have frequently expreſs'd my Diſ- 
approbation of thoſe Sermons, nay wiſh'd they 
had been burnt; ard therefore I am oblig'd to 
my Reverend and learned Friend for this Oppor- 
tunity he has afforded me of publickly recanting 
them in the Face of the whole World. 

And now Sir, having ſtated before you and 
the Public mere Matters of Fact; both I, Lavy 
HuxTinGpoN. and thole Friends who united 
with us in the Oppoſition given to Errors (as we 
apprehended) of the laſt Conſequence, wiſh all to 
judge for themſelves as honeſt Men, as Men of 
Senle, and as Chriſtians. We make no Com- 
ment, either to protect our Conduct, or to place 

any one 
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any one Article in a Light which may render it 
partial to ourſelves. Any future controverted 
Point of Judgment can have no Place with us as 
worthy of our Reply. The Duſt of Debate, from. 
the great F Fallibility of Man's Underſtanding, 13 
ever to be avoided, And even Victory on either 
Side 1s too mean a rar y to engage a Chriſ- 
tian's Thoughts, much leſs the Labor of them. 
Therefore nothing, inferior to an Attack upon 
the Foundation of our Hope, thro' the all- ſufficient 
Sacrifice of JESUS CHRIST could have been, 
or ever will be an Object ſufficient to engage us 
in it's Defence. 

The many Proteſts, ſent by the moſt able 
Men, eminent Miniſters and Servants of GOD 
of various Denominations in theſe Kingdoms, 
have been prevented from appearing, in Con- 
junction with ours, upon the Declaration being 
ſigned by Mr. N eſley and Conference; and we hope 
there will never be any future Occaſion to pro- 
duce them. And as Peace and Love is con- 
ſiſtently held upon the Foundation of Salvation 
for Man by FREE GRACE only; ſo we hope 
nothing has, or can appear to prove that this 
has not been our one Point ; and having obtained 
the Eſtabliſhment of this Great and moſt Eſſen- 
tial Truth; we deſire to aſſure all of our moſt 
Chriſtian, and Univerſal Love; and that to all 
Denominations who. love the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST in Sincerity. On all Non-Efſentials, 
or mere acceſſary Points, we wiſh ever to be 
found gentle towards all Men. And having 
thus deliver'd our own Souls before the Loxn, 
we conſider ourſelves as diſcharg'd both in the 
Sight of GOD and Man, and no longer anſwer— 
able for any evil Conſequences that way 3 

if any 
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if any ſhould not ahide on this SURE FOUN- 
DATION. We deſire to acknowledge Mr. NH 
ley's Labors as worthy of our Love and Reſpect, 
while they have been, or ever are, for the 
LoxDp's Name Sake alone ; as allo all thoſe in 


Conference with him, whoſe Names are united 


with his, in ſigning the Declaration; and take 
this Method likewiſe of expreſſing every reſpect- 
ful Sentiment of Mr. Fletcher, deſiring in Love 
to caſt a Vail over all apparent Miſtakes of his 
Judgment on this Occaſion. | 

Thus we faithfully and earnefily commit into 
the Hands of the Lonxp this Teſtimony for his 
Own Free Grace ; ſubmitting ourſelves as his 
poor unworthy Servants; and hoping it may be 
for his Glory, and the Preſervation of his great 
and ineſtimable Truths; and begging that, thro” 
his infinite Mercy, we may become truly devo- 
ted Souls, to the one Purpoſe of his Praiſe in 
Time, and the Monuments of our Glorious 
IMMANUEL's Mercy to all ETERNITY ! 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Your very affeQionate Friend, 
Barn, and Servant, 


Sept. 12, 1771. WALTER SHIRLEY. 
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